


N e w s B y t e s

Paper Excellence B.V. re
-opened the Mackenzie
Pulp Mill in Mackenzie,
B.C. on Aug. 17. The mill
was built in 1972, and
modernized in 1996, but
was closed for two years
prior to purchase by the
Dutch company.

West Coast Paper Mills
Ltd. has completed its ex-
pansion programme at
Dandeli in Karnataka, In-
dia. With this, paper pro-
duction capacity of the
Company has been in-
creased from 180,000 tpa
to 320,000 tpa, whilst
thermal power generation
capacity increased from
40MW to 70MW. The
company also started op-
erating a new pulp line for
production of ECF Pulp in
February 2010, at which
time the old pulp line was
closed.

Newsprint producer
AbitibiBowater Inc. is ask-
ing the bankruptcy court
for approval to sell four
closed mills and their ma-
chinery to Montreal-based
American Iron & Metal.
The deal includes the mills
at Beaupre, Que., Donna-
cona, Que., Thunder Bay,
Ont., and Dalhousie, N.B.
The scrap metals company
would assume all environ-
mental liabilities associ-

ated with the closed mills.
The company has said it is
open to ideas to reuse the
vacant mills, but one con-
dition set by AbitibiBowa-
ter is that the locations
not be used to produce
paper.

Newfoundland and Lab-
rador's environmental
claims against insolvent
AbitibiBowater Inc., which
were described in last
month’s ‘Notes from the
other side of the pond’,
have been dismissed by a
Quebec judge. The prov-
ince was seeking, through
AbitibiBowater's bank-
ruptcy proceedings, to
have the company pay for
the clean-up of several of
its former sites in New-
foundland, at an esti-
mated cost of $200 mil-
lion.

Ahlstrom has an-
nounced the completion
of an investment to in-
crease the speed of an off-
line coater at its Jacareì
plant in Brazil. The Jacareì
plant mainly produces one
-side coated papers for
release liners, labels, pack-
aging and other coated
specialties.

Burgo Ardennes S.A.,
part of the Burgo Group,
has attained the OHSAS
18001:2007 certification.
The OHSAS (Occupational
Health and Safety Assess-
ment Series) certification
follows ISO 9001 and ISO

14001 certifications, FSC
and PEFC chain-of-custody
certifications and EMAS
registration, all already
attained by Burgo Arden-
nes.

DS Smith has agreed to
sell its Turkish corrugating
business to Okmuksa In-
ternational Paper-Sabanci
Ambalaj Sanyi Ve Ticaret.

Fibria is the name of a
new company formed as a
result of the merger be-
tween Aracruz Celulose
and Votorantim Celulose
e Papel, two Brazilian
companies with a solid
presence in the global for-
estry product market.

Invercote from Igge-
sund Paperboard has
been certified for indus-
trial composting. It is
coated with a biodegrad-
able bioplastic, which is
suitable for food applica-
tions.

International Paper and
Natural Resource Partners
L.P. announced they have
signed a definitive agree-
ment to form a joint ven-
ture in which Natural Re-
source Partners will be the
managing and controlling
partner with a 51% inter-
est. The new joint venture
will own and manage the
current leases as well as
the further development
of more than 7 million
mineral acres currently

held by International Pa-
per.

Lenzing AG has finalized
acquisition of Czech pulp
producer Biocel Paskov
a.s., after obtaining ap-
proval from the anti-trust
authorities. The acquisi-
tion is part of a hedging
strategy to protect Lenzing
from the impact of high
pulp price volatility.
Lenzing intends to invest
EUR 50M in the site's ca-
pacity expansion over the
next three years and to
remodel Biocel Paskov
into a swing capacity pulp
factory. This will provide
Lenzing with the flexiblity
to adjust to pulp market
fluctuations and to pro-
duce either dissolving pulp
for its own fibre produc-
tion or paper pulp for ex-
ternal customers.

Mayr-Melnhof Packag-
ing has announced acquisi-
tion of a 70 % participation
in Marinetti S.A., located
in Santiago de Chile - their
first step into Latin Amer-
ica.

NewPage Wisconsin
System Inc. announced
the sale of the hydroelec-
tric facility in Kimberly,
Wisconsin, to Kaukauna
Utilities. The facility has
2.7MW of installed capac-
ity. The sale has no impact
on the Kimberly facility, as
it only supplied approxi-
mately 2% of the mill's
electrical requirements.
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NewPage continues to
work to identify a buyer
for the Kimberly mill.

SCA and Sappi have
announced their commit-
ment to work together in
pulp procurement in
Europe. This is an opportu-
nity for SCA to broaden its
pulp-supply base, as the
company is not self-
sufficient in pulp.

Smurfit-Stone expects
to leave Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy protection in early
summer after it reached
an agreement with share-
holders over restructuring
of the business. The com-
pany first filed for Chapter
11 protection in January
2009, blaming frozen debt
markets for an inability to
restructure its finances.
Under Chapter 11, a bank-
rupt company can con-
tinue trading while it re-
solves its financial issues.
However, the timing of the
emergence from Chapter
11 represents a slight slip
on a previously-
announced aim to exit the
status in early spring this
year.

The Sofidel subsidiary
Delitissue Sp. z o.o. has
acquired 30% of the share
capital of Comceh S.A., a
Romanian company with
interests in the paper in-
dustry and which both
produces and sells paper
products. (Established in
1962 and privatised in
2000, Comceh S.A. is a key
business in the Romanian
paper industry, with a 31%
share in the toilet tissue
sector and a 27% share in
the kitchen towel sector.)

Stora Enso has signed
an agreement with the
European Investment Bank
for a EUR 165M loan to be
used for research and de-
velopment. It is the third
such loan the company
has received for R&D pro-
jects; the last was in 2009
when they invested EUR
71.1M in R&D activities.

Stora Enso Baienfurt
GmbH has agreed to sell
its Baienfurt mill site real
estate in Germany to IGV
Industrie- und Gewer-
beverwaltungs GmbH, a
subsidiary of the Lower
Bavarian Karl-Gruppe. The
mill closed in December
2008, and will be devel-
oped as a business/
industrial park.

SunPine has opened a
new pine diesel produc-
tion plant in Piteå, north-
ern Sweden, which uses
crude tall oil as feedstock
to produce diesel.

Suzano Pulp and Paper
will plant more than 145
million eucalyptus seed-
lings throughout 2010 to
develop its forestry base.
The eucalyptus trees will
supply the industrial units
currently in operation,
allowing the company to
reach, over the next dec-
ade, an annual production
capacity of 7.2 million tons
of pulp. This investment
cycle encompasses two
new mills, one in Maran-
hão State and another in
Piauí State, which should
start-up in 2013 and 2014
respectively, and a third
site yet to be determined,
in addition to the Mucuri
Unit expansion. Currently,
the company has met 75%
of its needs for land to

supply the Maranhão mill
and 100% of the land to
ensure production in Piauí
as from 2014.

The Finnish Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry
has granted UPM Silvesta
a state subsidy of EUR
40,000 for a development
project titled "Towards
new operating culture and
cost-effective nature con-
servation – burning reten-
tion tree groups in pri-
vately owned forests". The
project will develop the
methods of burning reten-
tion tree groups as part of
nature management of
commercial forests. The
aim is to devise a practical
procedure that secures
natural biodiversity and is
feasible nation-wide, cost-
effective, promotes new
collaborative culture and
increases the awareness
and acceptance of nature
conservation amongst for-
estry practitioners

The world’s first pilot
plant for producing nano-
cellulose on a large scale is
currently under construc-
tion in Stockholm. With
this major venture, Swed-
ish research company Inn-
ventia is taking a decisive
step towards the industri-
alisation of its energy effi-
cient production process
for this new super mate-
rial. Nanocellulose is a
material that is extracted
from wood fibres. It has
exceptional properties,
having similar strength to
Kevlar, a lightweight mate-
rial. However, in contrast
to Kevlar and other mate-
rials based on fossil fuels,

nanocellulose is com-
pletely renewable. “For a
long time, there’s been a
great deal of interest from
industry in utilising nano-
cellulose as a strengthen-
ing component in other
materials, such as paper,
composites and plastics,”
relates Mikael Ankerfors.

Availability of wood is
becoming a bottleneck for
the forest industry in
Finland, as production
grows again. The forest
industry production in
Finland increased by some
15% in January-March,
compared to the first
quarter of 2009. Availabil-
ity of wood might become
a bottleneck, the Forest
Industries Federation
warns. “The Finnish gov-
ernment's proposal to
build more nuclear power
will, when realized, im-
prove the forest industry's
operating and investment
prerequisites in Finland.
Additional nuclear power
provides the forest indus-
try with the ingredients for
developing more diverse
processing operations and
to increase its utilisation of
forest energy,” said Timo
Jaatinen, Director General
of the Finnish Forest In-
dustries Federation. “It is
very important that the
supply of wood raw mate-
rial to the forest industry
is safeguarded during the
further development of
bioenergy subsidy deci-
sions, as has been prom-
ised by the Government.
Industrial wood must not
be steered into combus-
tion.”
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PTS Paper Symposium 2010 –

Strategy & technology for papers of the future

The PTS Paper Symposium will take place from 7 to 10 September in Munich. The first day will
be devoted to a discussion of strategic themes that is certain to interest senior managers.

Professor Claus Hipp (left) will speak on ethics in business life. Martin Krengel (second left -
Chairman of the WEPA Management Board) will deal with investments in times of crisis;
“Growing against the stream” is his motto. Henri Haggblom (second right - Senior VP and Prin-
cipal, The Sinclair Group) will analyse the sustainability of cost savings. Hans Mueller (right -
former Chairman of the Board at Voith) will take a look at our industry “from a distance”.

The other two, more “classical” lecture days will centre on issues relating to sustainability, quality,
fillers, fibres, deposits, energy, processes and machines. Current findings and new developments
in these fields will be presented and discussed by recognized experts from the sector.

An interesting exhibition, new developments on posters and an attractive programme of social
events will be presented. Intriguing excursions scheduled for Friday to Pfleiderer Teisnach GmbH
& Co. KG and Myllykoski Plattling Papier supplement the lecture programme.

For more information and online registration please visit www.paper-symposium.com.

CALL FOR PAPERS

Innovate for the Future
Resources-Pulp-Paper-Print-Package

10 – 13 April 2011, Rotorua, New Zealand

This event will cover all aspects of the industry through the supply
chain, from resources through to print and packaging. It will explore new opportunities and techniques to
drive innovation in manufacturing and converting processes.

An on-line Offer form is available on the Appita website www.appita.com



People
Obituary - EDMUND (TED) ROBERTS

An edited version of this
obituary appeared in the
July edition of Paper Tech-
nology. The full text pre-
pared by Norah Roberts and
Ray Shipley is reproduced
below.

Ted was born on 7th August
1930 in Ashton-in-
Makerfield to Ned and Amy
Roberts. They were a min-
ing family but by hard work
and diligence they managed
to move on and had what
eventually became a very
successful newsagent shop.

Ted passed the scholarship
and attended Ashton-in-
Makerfield Grammar
School, helping out in the
shop when necessary and
learning at an early age
how to handle customers
and honing his sales tech-
nique. On a Friday evening
after school he would go
out visiting customers to
collect the money for the
papers delivered. Perhaps
this is where he learned in
his later life how to ask for
the order and expect it!

This was war time and the
local Lord Gerrard’s Estate
was used to station Ameri-
can troops. Anyone who
has seen the film “Yanks”
will remember the young
lads on their bikes with a
cardboard box going for
fish and chips ordered by

the soldiers; Ted was one of
them and it proved to be a
very lucrative occupation.
When the Americans left
for ‘D-Day’, they left behind
all their bikes and the Rob-
erts’ backyard was filled to
overflowing with them. Ted
swapped them for anything
going, from pet mice to
roller skates.

Ted’s parents then moved
their business to an even
larger one in Warrington
and in 1947 Ted met Norah
and so began a lifetime
together.

After doing his National
Service he had the idea of
joining the police, but did
what was supposed to be a
temporary job at Thames
Board Mills, dusting ma-
chines down ready for the
painters. However they
soon offered him a perma-
nent position, rising from
chief store keeper to the
finishing department and
then on to finishing shift
foreman, and so began his
love affair with the paper
industry.

Ted and Norah married on
30th May 1955, setting up
home in Newton-le-Willows
and having four sons Mark,
Jonathan, Simon and Mi-
chael by the end of 1961.
He used to say he was in
production at the time but

then moved into manage-
ment.

Ever ambitious he moved
on to be MD for Sivor, a
small leather-board factory
in Warrington, but after a
few years and still hanker-
ing for a sales career, in
1965 he answered and got
a job in Alperton near Lon-
don. It was with an associ-
ate of the John Brown Eng.
Company who acted as an
agent for a small American
Company called Broughton
Showers who had just in-
troduced a new type of
showering device for the
Industry.

The move south was trau-
matic for all the family, es-
pecially the boys, as the
family knew no one to
make contact with and in
those days the only com-
munication options avail-
able were post or phone,
but they found a house in
the Chalfonts, Buckingham-
shire, and got themselves
established in their new
home. They stayed in the
area for eighteen years and
the boys were educated
there.

Ted took to his new life
with enthusiasm attending
Harrow Tech part time (he
was the oldest pupil in the
Class) to study for the Insti-
tute of Marketing Diploma,

not realising that later in
life he would rise to be
Chairman of the Heathrow
Branch, and later still would
be honoured by being
made a Fellow of the Insti-
tute.

He began travelling and did
a tour of Europe with Bob
Broughton who had joined
the Company, and whose
father (a plumber) had in-
vented the showering proc-
ess in his workshop in Glens
Falls. Between them they
decided that the only way
to make it a success was to
go it alone and form an
independent company, and
thus began the process of
forming and establishing a
new company which would
be called Broughton (U.K.)
Ltd. The first office was in
the front room of his home;
Norah did all the office
work sending out quotes
etc until premises were
eventually found on Slough
Trading Estate, and they
could afford to employ
Staff. Ted was given
$10,000 dollars to start it
up and told if he needed



more, he had to make it. He
made the mistake in his
innocence of not asking for
any equity at the time, nor
was he offered any.

The effort was worth it and
the hard work soon created
a successful and highly
profitable Company; so
much so that it was eventu-
ally bought out by Albany
International, and from
Ted’s point of view it was
the end of his dream. He
was asked to be European
President of Marketing but
he never felt quite the
same and eventually left
what he considered was his
Company and went on to

work briefly for Sinclair.

In the end he set up his
own Agency with his eldest
son Mark, who had paper
mill experience. It was
known as TRA and had of-
fices in both Gerrards Cross
and Knutsford, represent-
ing such Companies as AES
and Kreiger of Germany.
They were quite successful
for a few years but Ted felt
his beloved paper industry
was in decline with the
closing of so many paper
mills, especially the smaller
ones which he loved to
visit, and it saddened him.

After twenty-eight years in
the South he closed the

Office in Gerrards Cross and
moved back North in 1992,
leaving Mark to carry on
travelling. He and Norah
moved to Warford Park in
Knutsford, Cheshire, near
to Mark and his family, and
in 2000 he was made a Re-
tired Honorary Member of
PITA in recognition of being
a recipient of a Meritorious
Service Award and a former
Group Chairman. He fol-
lowed the industry through
reading the magazine and
was thrilled to learn lately
about the new machine
being built in Kings Lynn,
and had said he would love
to visit it sometime, but it

was not to be.

He kept in touch with his
old mates at the Geriatric
Fourdrinier Makers Annual
Dinner, many of whom at-
tended his funeral together
with family, friends,
neighbours and many oth-
ers who came to celebrate
a life well lived. Later they
gathered at his home to
chat and remember those
happy times shared. Just
the sort of event he would
have enjoyed.

He was a larger than life
character and will be very
much missed by all who
knew him.

How time flies?

Here we are again meeting up for our
‘Annual Soiree’.

The venue for this year’s event held
at The Last Drop Village Hotel & Spa
Complex, Bromley Cross, Nr.Bolton,
Lancs., who did an excellent job for
the 46 members present - this being
6 members up on last year. The or-
ganiser, Ray Shipley, again paid trib-
ute to all those present for attending
this year, but especially to those
members who had travelled from as
far afield as Scotland, the South of
England, North Wales, West Mid-
lands, Cumbria & Yorkshire. Indeed,
two new members were present,
namely Messrs. Paul Myerscough &
Mr Dennis Soutar.

Prior to the commencement of the
prize giving ceremony for the after-
noon sporting events, a one minutes
silence was observed in memory of

the late Mr Ted Roberts, who sadly
passed away recently. Ted was one of
the founder members of the Club &
one of its best loved characters. He
will be sorely missed by all.

Regarding the two sporting events,
we were blessed this year with beau-
tiful sunny weather & the Crown
Green Bowling Competition went
ahead with 11 entries. Special thanks
must go to Messrs. Norman Ramsbot-
tom & Roger Bibby for organising &
running the event.

The winner of ‘THE G.F.R.C BOWLING
TROPHY’ was Mr Neil Cook, who beat
Mr John Hallows in a close fought
final. Also, Mr Kevan Frost was the
winner of the Subsidiary Competition.

Regarding the 18-hole Stableford Golf
Competition, held again at Rossen-
dale Golf Club, 17 members com-

peted for ‘THE G.F.R.C. GOLF TRO-
PHY’, and in 3rd place with 34 points
was Mr Ian Cockshoot. In 2nd place
with 37 points was Mr Dennis Soutar,
but the winner with an excellent
score of 40 points was Mr Frank
Robson. It should be mentioned here
that this is the first time this trophy
has been ‘over the border’ to York-
shire!

A ‘Nearest the Pin’ competition in
two shots at the 18th hole was also
won by Mr Dennis Soutar, while Mr
Brian Fielding was the recipient of
this years ‘Special Booby Prize’, but
we will not embarrass him by an-
nouncing his score!!

Once again it was obvious from all
the kind comments received that the
event had been a great success &
hopefully, we can all do it again next
year.


